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taxation, and then to evict the peoj
of the city in order that they may ii
elsewhere some means of self-suppoi

Washington and New Orleans.
The cities nearest to Washington

population arc New Orleans and Mi
i apolis, tip- former a little larger, t
latter a little smaller; both richer
taxable resources and means of loc
self-support and money-making, bo
suffering less than Washington frc
transient non-taxpaying percentage
population. The tax levies and pe
capita tax levies of the three cities a

lose together, indicating that Was
"gton is taxed today substantially
the taxpayers of those American citi
most closely approximating it in si
and resources; and the moral is th

* Washington is already bearing wil
less resources and greater drawbacl
and disabilities the same tax burdei
that are endured by these typic
American cities, and, as a consequent
that in fairness its tax burden shou
not be increased artificially a sing
dollar, in addition to the natural ii
crease from its steady growth.

P» r «-ap. Total t

Population, tax levy. levy.
Orleans... §14.TS $5,182,-1

"Washltuuon ... 542.77U 1.7.75 5.398.8
Minneapolis 523.175 17.GO 5.692.2

All three cities are over 1100,000 3

population and consequently the coui

ty tax is figured by the census in tl
tax levies. Minneapolis thus gets tt
1 f <wio cnocial fiHditinn to h*
lax levy, while Washington suflPei
from the non-inclusion in the census ca

< ulatioji of the tax on the gross Inccrn*
of public service corporations In lit
of personal taxes. This revenue
Washington's case is especially heav
the tax derived from this source bein
greater than that derived from the pei
sonal tax on individuals. Yet it does n<

figure at ail m the total and per capit
tax levy.
The revenue from this source is ft

Washington. $1.336.590; lor Minneapoli;
5!Sr«.9J9, and T"r New Orleans, ll>00,49

In neither New Orleans, Minneapoli
nor any other American city is so sma

a fraction of the city's area assesse
and taxed; in no other city is so larg
a percentage of the city's area and of tt
city's realty improvements, great built
lugs and industrial plants, exempt froi
taxation.

« In view of all the conditions affectir
Washington's comparative tax burde
land they have been exhaustively dh
cussed in editorial correspondence o
The Star » f March 14, 1914). the preset
per capita and total tax levies of Was!
.ngton represent the full reasonable ta
burden imposed upon themselves t
American cities approximating Washing
ten in population and other inunicip;
conditions.

Delusion of Vast Wealth.
Messrs. Prouty, Johnson, Crisp and I

-I. Browne atiirm that Washington's res

sonablc tax burden, instead of being flvt
six or seven millions, like that of Minnc
apolis. .New Orleans, Milwaukee, Newarl
etc., is fifteen millions, much greater tha
St. Louis ($12,354.91 S). Cleveland <$10
010,807), Buffalo ($9,420,731) or Bait:
moie ($8,843,005). The small taxe
fraction of Prouty's Washington, fabt
lously wealthy, though comparativel
destitute of visible taxable resources, cai
he says, bear a tax burden as great a
those of wealthy, rich and populous Ba
timore and Minneapolis combined; o
Buffalo and New Orleans combined; o
fc?t. Louis and St. Paul combined.

^ Mr. Prouty's speech of last session cor
tains a table which gives the ligures c
expenditure of the states of the Unioi
"the entire expenses of the state, indiuc
ing the pay of all state officers, its legisJature and the maintenance of its uni
versities, eleemosynary institutions, pen

* itentiaries and state departments.'These figures may be combined with th
« ensus ligures concerning city's tax hur
dens to put in an even mere striking ligli
the excessive and bankrupting tax bur
den proposed by Mr. Prouty for Wash
ington.
Washington's tax burden at $15,000,00would be only a little less than that r

d. Louis ($12.354,91S) and of Missoui
»$3,861,948) combined; about the same a
Baltimore ($S.S43.005), Maryland ($2,757,
Sw) and Georgia < $3.798,622) combine*
or Baltimore, Maryland and Louisvill
($3,444,226) combined. or Baltimor*
Maryland and two cities oi I>es Moinc
<$3,071,478) combined. Washington's ta
burden would be equal to that of Louis
ville ($3,444,226) and all Kentucky ($4.966,S70>. Des Moines ($1,535,739) and a
J« wa ($3,127,695). and Atlanta, Ga. <SI,
935,344), combined. J.s it reasonable fc
Johnson, Prouty and Crisp to impose up
on the rescurceless small owners of th
tiny taxed fraction of Washington a bui
den as great in dollars as the combine
burdens of I^ouisviile and of Kentuck
and O; Des Moines and of Iowa and <
At'anta? \Mr. Prouty proposes to crush the 50,0*
taxpayers of Washington, only about 8C
of win m. including corporations, pa:

# over $1,000 in annual taxes, and 40,000 t
wi om are small home owners, with a ta
burden on!'-' a little 1#»mx than tVioc*
J>-troit ($9,677,577) ancJ all Michigan ($5,909.624) c'Hibined: about the same a
t'r.«'.se of Cincinnati ($7,583,515) and a
(Cio $7, l'>3,599) rombined; considerabl
in. .re than Minneapolis ($5,692,341), S'* i ul ($2.7. 4.11"7) and all Minnesota ($5,
6>:»,054) ombined, considerably more tha
M'lwaukee ($6.859,113),Wisconsin $5,206,i,Charl'ston, P. C. ($547,862), art
>' iih Carolina $1,481,787) combined
r ,re tlian New Orleans ($5,182,421), a
I.iuisiana ($4,113,242) and all Indian

"17.811') combined. and more tlian a
N« \v Jersey «$5,580,348), Jersey City ($5,&* 0,954) and Indianapolis ($2,466,965
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87=3with other cities or states amounting to (
two and one-half millions thrown in for (
good measure.

Imaginary Bankrupting Riches.
DIs not the proposition reduced to an

absurdity? l'routy. Johnson and Crisp
for taxation and confiscation purposes
impute such vast imaginary values to
Washington realty and personalty as
to threaten to deprive this property 01

__
all real value and to bankrupt these
unhappy Croesuses, destroying them

^le with the weapon of their own alleged
nd t»ut non-existent wealth. The imputnrC.'tion of riches which they have not is

used to rob them in excessive taxes of
the little which they really have.

jn Does any one suppose that Washington,if it could by any possibility b*
n~ the tax burden of Baltimore and Minneapoliscombined, and could meet
in from its own resources the full ex-
al Ipenses of capital maintenance and upbuilding,would endure for a moment

the government of an anti-District
,rr' House District committee exercising

unsympatheticully. unfairly, despoticr"ally and even cruelly the power of exreelusive legislation over it intrustedll~ to Congress by the Constitution?
^ If thene imaginary taxable resource*

really existed \\ ashington would do-
3t niand and secure the American prlvtllliege of taxing itself for municipal
,_s purposes, and the American right ot

representation on the same basis as

al other Americans in the Cougress and
,e the electoral college.
Id The imaginary wealth of Washington
jc consists of: First, realty assessed on
a_ the single-tax basis up to a pointwhere through excessive and unendur-

able taxation private ownership mayax be destroyed, and by virtuous robbery
oj of the individual on the single-tax
154 principle the state may come into pos-
:4l session of its own. The imputation of
ln vast wealth is not designed to enrich,
1_ in fact, the Washingtonian, but to deiestroy him as a property owner, to deieprive his land of all value and to take
;r it away from him. Being in fact a

"rs self-supporting individual of small
l_ means, he is called, so far as private
,s land ownership is concerned, a Dives j"u in order to transform him into a Luz-
jn arus. The second item of Washington's

imaginary wealth is one or two o:>! thri.P ,.i!U/vno i~* :ut.in » invito VI IIH.UI^IUI
personalty which multi-millionaire tax
dodgers are alleged to have brought

a here from various states of the Union.
Assuming that any such money has

>r been brought here. It is not an availsable tax resource of the capital. Wash
»'logton is far from being the onlyj"s jurisdiction where intangible personUalty is not assessed for taxation, and

icl whatever millions, if any, have bee:.
brought here to escape taxation would

[e promptly go elsewhere if taxed.
L_ The exaggeration of riches in both
in aspects tends to bankrupt and pauperize.It imputes too great riches in

order to destroy the small resources
actually enjoyed. The Washingtonian
is bloated verbally into the aspect o.
vast wealth in order that he may bfinanciallydestroyed. He is like the
pasha in Marryat's novel who is dexscribed as a man whose head is ele,yvated somewhat above those of his fellowsin order that he may be the more
conveniently decapitated.
If bongretM were convinced of the accuracyof .Mr. Prouty's figures and believedWashington to possess the allegedenormous taxable resources it

I. ought not to Impose the taxation proL'_posed. It should withdraw the nation
from financial participation in capitalupbuilding and leave this community,

!- blessed with such taxable resources,
jf to tax itself. If Washington can raise
n easily an annual tax levy of $15,000,001)

tne nation should take no part in
financing: the municipality; and as a

i- logical and necessary sequence it
d should take no part in determining In

what amount and by what methods and
for what purposes the community shall

y be taxed.
i, ,

,! RAIL STRIKES AVERTED
BY BOARD OF MEDIATION |

5
i, Submits Beport of Work Accomj-plished During First Year

t. of Its Existence.
e
~

That there have been twenty-eight
cases of differences between railroad

- employers and their employes, Involving124,503 of the latter, brought to the
attention of the United States board of
mediation and conciliation during the

s tirst year of its existence is informa-
tion contained in the first annual report ||** of that body, submitted to President

Lf Wilson yesterday by William L. Cham-
a bers, the commissioner. The board was
x established by act of Congress, approvedJuly 15, 1&13.

Some of these cases were submitted
« by one side; some by the other, and
>r some jointly, and in all except two
>- strike votes had actually been taken i
e before the services of the board were

requested. There have been, however,
d but two instances where this vote be-
y came effective, and this for a short time
f lonly. In other words, no railroad strike

of any serious consequence has occurred
>0 in this country during the first year of 1

»0 jthe operation of the board. 5
i In one of the cases where the strike
if vote did become effective the request
x for mediation services was not received
)f until late in the evening, and tl e
,- strike was set for 6 o'clock next morn-
s lng. It lasted, however, but twelve
II hours. In the other case the applica-
y tion for mediation was received from
L one of the parties, but it was declined

by the other. An amicable adjustment
n was reached, nevertheless, witli no destructionto property and with but
d slight detriment to public interest.
I; Of the twenty-eight rases, twenty-one
11 were adjusted wholly through mediation
a and two bv arbitration and mediation
11 combined. In but live cases was it neces-sary to submit all matters in contro>,versy to boards of arbitration.
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12 ShavlaE tJJ HA SS.00 Solid <.olil
nd*. plated K u nd-enpra\rd
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rrMi pearls, ameI.OOSlanet It in km. 1*V#!!
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£-r.';:,d $10.00 »-*. $7.50
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id t uff f/T AA *«.0O and **.00
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L ,vr'.0,a" $5.oo ;sKra\- $5.00
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This most important of sales embi
ment in the Society Clothes Shop .
lines of Society Brand.Aristocrat-ic ar

of Suits and Overcoats and the celebr
Overcoats.the finest ready-for-servic
the lowest prices at which these cloth
Washington.

The selection of styles and materi
largest in this city.nowhere else will
vnlnmp nf rlnthina Hi<;n1avpri as at thp !

y * r.y ~

sale, therefore, assumes the proportion:
fact, the greatest clothing sale of the N

i O'Coat Model in the Sale ^|||pf
tm (////MM Tokio Monico Newport \t%

I Bradbury Putney Broadway \|1jjiljljl Seville Balmoral King George ®
I Mml Belmont Standard Kings \,\Irflf Blenheim Balkaid Peer

Ill M Balverto Don Bal

|§1| Every Society Brand Suit Model Is in the Sale
wkm Budd Rupert Milbank J

Abbey Budhurst Townj
Yorkshire Chicago Sir Henry M
Tango Gabby YorkMm

$|» Row Gabby, Jr. York, Jr. Mm

f K xjft ^

'' JPP c..;<

$22^ Suit
$ $25
° Suil

/ A:
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5 !&nri?tg Unutd (JUntlfril
In the Third Floor Shoe Store

We are showing a number of new "spat" top she
men and young men, with tops of buckskin. They're t

distinctive.the kind of footwear that goes well vvitl
clothes. Hand-work where it tells.

Seven Dollars

f
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=Announces Its First=
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^D OTHER GOOD CLOTH
dComplete Clearance <
5 and Overcoats tfL,
# v 1 A

icereductions
'aces positively every gar- yT^r^ *

the complete unbroken
id other well known brands
ated Aquascutum London
;e clothes in the world.at
es have ever been sold in

i x- ui xu /H*als is unquestionably the mm M SPiStfA1
you find half the variety or gfrnf lim |l| ||'I'll 1
Society Clothes Shop. This £M B |f||||||
s of a veritable event. in jt/BJ Ml ||j;;5||1m f
ational Capital. jl| W jigWe want to emphasizethis point.this an- Mmting ||®p|nual Midwinter Clear- mmffM wf||i

ance Sale and the annual il'mmi |i';^p!
Summer Clearance Sale HMMS

k are the only two sales of ifmm WmMj|t\ the whole year in Society _
i miM llwl

IMk Brand Clothes.the only two
'

mlmmr'.Vi||MM opportunities to. buy these /IIj 'JMIeIviI|H|| world-renowned clothes at less W ^ \\III ^octetp Jlranb gwi// ifffl»Jf ClOt|)es; have been Km\Wm
riiiduc ldiiiuus Liiiuugii- w /'I1II'''/// < f Mp:.J|out the world through leading //»|\h|1periodicals and national press £?<«_» I j I' '

as the foremost clothes for <sW%
young men and men who stay jfff \ i fliC. N
young. Hence the Society i.j Oji'ClothesShop feels a particular [I Ijl '''-oi 34^^
thrill of satisfaction in being (!»/I I jjjfijlj *

able to give its patrons such uj jji Jfelj
clothes at prices so far below | ijjjl ppijthe regular scale. Ji-'i:I

Sale Starts Frida
;.°oKIO^O ' $27-50<

:s and Overcoats . .
V»c#V Suits anc

'.50 gristocratic CI O Ff\ $30.001
:s and Overcoats H* * V/ Suits anc

).00 girisitocratdc CI A Cf\ $32.50 i
:s and Overcoats . . . vpA a»cJV Suits anc

:.50 grisstocratdc $35.00 i
:s and Overcoats . H* * Suits anc

>.00 &ouett> Pratib C 1 O CP\ $40.00 i
:s and Overcoats ^ w«c#V/ Suits anc

II $25 Silk Lined A Lot Of ZOO Ovei
lXedoSl A ^7 E? Convertible and shawl collar styles.plain d

;I CJL M cloths and fancy mixtures; sizes 32 to 38 1
11 tS . only; broken lots; not all sizes of every kind. v|W ere $12.50 to $17.50, at

hink ofthe WearingTiir
t's not January yet.and there are still three and a halt months ol
rb clothes. It's only December.the heart of the clothing season. 1

: only at the end of the season.

3lenty of extra salesmen.you'll find the service excellent.
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y Morning
i>octetp Prattb 90 ^O
i Overcoats . . . vP^V«iJV
i>ocictP Jkattb 99 ^0
1 Overcoats . .

w

§>ocietp prattfc 94. ^O
i Overcoats . . M

§>octetp Jiranb 9ft ^0
i Overcoats . . vJI^V«cJV
§>oaetp gratia C'lQ CO >

i Overcoats , H*£*ZJ*kJ\J

'COdtS Young Men's English
Cut $40 Silk Lined FuIIkUCO Dress Coats ton n/\

|>C/.4Jv & Trousers.WW

leAiieaaoi iou
t winter in which to have the good of these
m<i you get the price savings that usually

i

i>rted and Domestic adit
: and $1.00 Four-in-hands of rare elegance, in every
able design and color combination. -Large open-end
At the price we firmly believe the values to be the

the season. 'Put a couple down on your Christmas

Fifty-five Cents

1


